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Overview 
How to install Windows Subsystem for Linux (WSL) on Windows 11. 

Installation 
If you have already installed Ubuntu earlier than 24.04.1 LTS then uninstall it (you may wish to backup the files first). 

The easiest way to install the latest version of Ubuntu Linux on Windows is to install it from the Windows Terminal. 

1. Type “Terminal” in the Windows Search bar and execute. 

 
2. At the Terminal prompt, type “wsl –install” 

 
3. Enter a username and password (anything, but Linux is case-sensitive on both counts).  The installation will complete and 

print the distro version of the installation. 
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4. Exit Linux by typing “exit” (or ^D) at the prompt.  This should return you to the original Terminal application. 

 
5. Exit the Terminal application. 

Launching Ubuntu 
There are several ways to launch Ubuntu once installed. 

From the Start menu 
Look for Ubuntu icon from the Start menu and double click. 

 

From the Terminal app shell menu 
Installing Ubuntu has added Ubuntu as an option from the Terminal menu.  Click the down pointing wedge then select “Ubuntu” 

 
This opens a new window with Ubuntu.  Your username and password have been stored and will be automatically entered. 
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From another Terminal shell 
You can launch ubuntu from Windows PowerShell or Command Prompt. 

At the prompt, type “ubuntu” 

 

Verify the installation 
We can verify the installation using the command lsb_release.  LSB stands for Linux Standard Base, a project to standardize the 
system structure of multiple Linux distributions, to support open standards for Linux binary applications. 

At the console prompt, type: lsb_release --all 
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Updating your Installation 
At the console prompt, type: “sudo apt update” 

You will see something like this: 

:  
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Installing development tools 
The easiest way to get a development environment for Linux is to install the build-essential package. 

To do so, type: sudo apt install build-essential  at the Linux command prompt. 

The beginning of the installation will look like this: 

 

This is long one, so I won’t show the whole of the output. 

You’ll be prompted for addition installation files, respond with ‘Y’ to add them. 

It should finish up with something like: 

 

Testing a C program 
Enter the following program with your favour editor (I used vim).  If you are unfamiliar with UNIX editors, you can use a Windows 
editor (try: “notepad.exe hello.c”) 

hello.c 
#include <stdio.h> 
 
int main() { 
    printf("hello, C-world\n"); 
    return 0; 
} 

You can confirm the file was created using the “ls” command. 
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Build and execute the program.  At the prompt, type: cc hello.c -o helloc  

Execute the program by typing at the prompt: ./helloc 

 

Testing a C++ program 
Enter the following program with your favour editor (I used vim). 

hello.cpp 
#include <iostream> 
 
int main() { 
    std::cout << "Hello, C++-world\n"; 
} 

 

At the prompt, type: g++ hello.cpp -o helloc++  

Execute the program by typing at the prompt: ./helloc++ 

 

FAQs 
Question: What does LTS stand for? 

Answer: LTS stands for Long Term Support which guarantees five years of security patching for the Ubuntu application you have 
installed. 
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References 
Installation 
Install WSL | Microsoft Learn 

Running Visual Studio Code on Linux 

Document History 
Version Date Activity 
1.0.0 2023-09-24 Document created. 
1.1.0 2025-01-19 Updated to install a newer version of Ubuntu and g++ 

 

https://learn.microsoft.com/en-us/windows/wsl/install
https://code.visualstudio.com/docs/setup/linux
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